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Response to Amendment 

1. Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 1-16 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claim 1,4-8,10-1 1 and 14-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Yamada (U.S. patent 5,694,222) 

Regarding claim 1 Yamada disclose: A method of administrating a plurality of 
Machines (please note column 8 lines 46-50) each machine capable of performing at 
least one function on-image data (please note column 7 lines 1-15) 
selected from a group of functions compising printing copying, finishing, 
scanning to a memory, sending a facsimile, and receiving a facsimile (please note 
column 8 lines 46-50) comprising the steps of : selecting, for each function available 
from a selected machine of the plurality of machines (please note Fig. 7, column 6 lines 
57-67 and column 7 lines 1-16 where the plurality of function is permitted by using 
certain code of password) at least one type of code required for using the function 
(please note column 6 lines 20-29 which the code needed for each department) for a 
desired function at the selected machine displaying a request for entering a code of the 
type of code required for using the function (please note Fig.6B, column 6 lines 29-42 
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where the department code and password has to be entered for copying) and the 
machine carrying out one preselected course of action (please note Fig. 7 column 7 lines 
1-4 where the preselected course of action is the allowance for the external equipment 
to be able to print even if the password is not entered) of a plurality of selectable 
courses of actionjplease note Fig.7, column 7 lines 1-16 where the plurality of 
selectable courses of action would be made when the option is given for instance "the 
monochrome copy is permitted so as the single color copy is permitted, the full color 
copy is permitted") if the code required for using the function is not entered one 
selectable course of action Including the machine holding image datajplease note 
Fig.7, column 7 lines 4-7 wherein local copy operation is inhibited if the management 
key is not inserted). 

Regarding claim 4 Yamada disclose: The method of claim 1 , one Selectable 
course of action including having the machine perform the function (please note column 
7 lines 1 -1 6 where the printer or copier is printing). 

Regarding claim 5 Yamada discloses: The method of claim 1, one 
selectable course of action including having the machine hold image data relating 
to the function for a predetermined amount of time (please note column 7 lines 4-7 
where the copying is inhibited or held until the time the management key is inserted). 

Regarding claim 6 Yamada discloses: The method of claim 3, one selectable 
course of action including having the machine hold image data relating to the function 
until the code required for using the function is entered (please note column 7 lines 4-7). 
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Regarding claim 7 Yamada discloses: the method of claim 1, one selectable 
course of action including entering a default code instead of the required code (please 
note column 7 lines 1-4). 

Regarding claim 8 Yamada discloses: The method of claim_7. wherein the default 
code Is dependent on a machine code associated with the selected machine (please 
note Fig. 7 column 7 lines 1-4 where the circle symbol in the square is the code 
associated with the machine). 

Regarding claim 10 Yamada discloses: the method of claim 1 , further comprising 
the step of displaying a set of selectable types of codes, which can be required to use 
a function in a selected machine (please note column 7 lines 1-8 where password and 
management key is required). 

Regarding claim 11 Yamada discloses: The method of claim 1, further 
comprising the step of displaying a set of selectable types of codes which can be 
required to use each of a plurality of functions In a selected machine, whereby a first set 
of types of codes may be selected to be required for a first functions and a second set 
of types of codes may be selected lo be required for a second function (please note 
Fig. 7 column 7 lines 1-36). 

Regarding claim 14 Yamada discloses: The method of claim 1 , wherein the 
holding of image data includes holding decomposed image data (please note column 9 
lines 52-56). 
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Regarding claim 15 Yamada discloses: The method of claim 1 , wherein the 
holding of image data includes holding of image data until a requested finishing option is 
authorized (please note column 7 lines 3-7). 

Regarding claim 16 Yamada discloses: The method of claim 1 , further 
comprising displaying information about each of a plurality of machines, and a set of 
selectable courses of action for each machine (please note column 10 lines 9-38). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claim 2-3,9 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yamada (U.S. patent 5,694,222) in view of Cook (U.S. patent 6,697,806). 

Regarding claim 2 Yamada does not quite disclose: the method of claim 1 , 
wherein the at least one type of code required for using the function is a billing code. On 
the other hand Cook disclose: the method of claim 1 , wherein the at least one type of 
code required for using the function is a billing code, (please note Fig. 19, column 20 
lines 7-22). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in art at the time 
of the invention to modify Yamada's invention according to the teaching of Cook, where 
Cook in the same field of endeavor teaches the way the permission access is set up to 
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modify the user access to use both the network access and also the billing code access 
for the purpose of making the privileges of the users more efficient. 

Regarding claim 3 Cook discloses: The method of claim 1 , wherein the step of 
selecting at least one type of code required for using the function Includes selecting as 
a first type of code a user ID and selecting as a second type of code a billing code 
(please note column 20 lines 66-67 and column 21 lines 1-29). 

Regarding claim 9 Cook discloses: the method of claim 1 , wherein the step of 
selecting at least one type of code required for using the function includes selecting as a 
first type of code a user ID, and selecting as a second type of code a billing code, and 
wherein the default code for the billing code is dependent on the user ID (please note 
column 21 lines 1-29). 

Regarding claim 13 Cook discloses: The method of claim 1 , further comprising 
the step of for each of a plurality of functions available for a selected machine, 
displaying a set of selectable courses of action to be the preselected course of action if 
the code required for using the function is not entered, whereby a first course of action 
is related to a first function and a second course of action is related to a second function 
(please note column 21, lines 1-29). 

Conclusion 

6. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS fi-om the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1. 136(a) will be calculated fi-om the mailing date of the advisory action. Li no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Contact Information 

> Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Saeid EbrahimhDehkordy whose telephone number 
is (703) 306-3487 . 

The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Kimberly Williams, can be reached at (703) 305-4863, 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C, 20231 
Or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9306, or (703) 308-9052 (for formal communications; please 
mark 

"EXPEDITED PROCEDURE") 



Or: 



Application/Control Number: 09/694,965 
Art Unit: 2626 



Pages 



(703) 306-5406 (for informal or draft communications, please label 

"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT") 
Hand delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal 
Drive, Arlington, VA., Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to the Group Receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-4750. 

Saeid Ebrahimi-Dehkordy 
Patent Examiner 
Group Art Unit 2626 
October 282004^ 





